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November 15, 2010 
Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce, Dothan, AL 
2:30 pm 
 
ConnectingALABAMA Executive Director Jessica Dent introduced staff and laid ground rules 
for meeting.  Statewide Coordinator Nichole D’Andrea expanded on our program and went into 
more detail about what discussions should and could entail.  Jessica and Nichole both gave 
examples of possible projects within Regional Plans.  Also explained why broadband is 
important for future development.  Nichole asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
 
Lon E. Jones – City of Enterprise 911 
Steve Hicks – City of Enterprise 
Vicki Bedsole - City of Abbeville 
Ray & Judy Freeman – Wireless Hometown (Provider) 
Ken Crenshaw – City of Dothan IT 
Bill Parker – Henry County 
Tom Solomon – Executive Director of SEARP&DC 
Vann Bradshaw – Alabama Power 
Andrew Windam – SEARP&DC  
Sarah Hesters – SEARP&DC 
 
Nichole passed out note cards and explained that names were optional but asked 3 questions: 

1) why here did you attend this meeting 
2) what do you think is important about broadband 
3) what are the broadband issues in your region 

 
Jessica explained her background as participants filled out cards. 
 
Sarah Hesters:  Find out how to help region reach full broadband potential.  We need the 
infrastructure available for economic development.  Personal uses of broadband include online 
banking. 
 
Andrew Windham:  Use broadband for economic development and industry attraction 
 
Vann Bradshaw:  Improve Geneva County quality of life using advanced infrastructure.  
Broadband used for research and work.  This initiative is comparable to the Electrification of the 
South.  Broadband has begun and will continue to redefine the entertainment industry. 
 
Tom Solomon:  SEARPDC has been involved with initiatives before.  Broadband can be used as 
retiree attraction.  That is one of the best economic development tools.  Use it to help small and 
home based businesses.  Improve quality of life for residents in Region. 
 



Bill Parker:  Rural south background and we face many challenges.  Interested in economic 
development, but can be used to improve every sector of life.  Broadband has been able to allow 
him to stay up to speed and grow in knowledge. 
 
Ken Crenshaw:  Uses broadband for work at City of Dothan, but at home uses it for finance 
mapping and banking.  Dothan is looking into using Wi-Fi hotspots to increase business traffic at 
local businesses. 
 
Ray & Judy Freeman:  Internet providers, so use it for business.  Personal uses include 
shopping.  Money for expansion is the biggest obstacle facing ISP’s, but banks ARE lending to 
them.  Here to promote Wireless possibilities.  Ray would love to build in this Region. 
 
Vicki Bedsole:  Not elected official, but representing the City of Abbeville at this meeting.  
Mayor excited, but she has some concerns.  Raised in country, so would love to see rural 
Alabama wired for healthcare and education.  Improve quality of life.  Husband uses for 
shopping.  Affordability is the biggest issue on consumer and provider side.   
 
Steve Hicks:  City of enterprise interested in education and medical benefits, as well as 
economic development.  Has experience writing grants for broadband.  Personal uses include 
financial management.  Biggest issue is decision by Feds on whether it will be a private entity or 
public entity.  How will we pay for this and who will run it?  Again compared this initiative to 
electrification of South.  (Jessica also talked about the PCC in Enterprise as an example).   
 
Lon E. Jones:  Talked about different definitions of broadband.  Three things that broadband 
must be: manageable, affordable, accessible.  Granddaughter uses internet.  Education of public 
is key.  Students have to have computer skills in order to capitalize on opportunities in today’s 
world.  Talked about cell phone bills and how we can see how providers work through them.  
Would like to have emergency vehicles to have GIS connected to a central database.  Laptops in 
every car eat up minutes, so may not be affordable.  Monthly recurring cost is biggest obstacle. 
 
Nichole asked if all industrial parks have broadband.  Sarah and others are working to answer 
this question.  Then asked about education, specifically how can we use it.  Online distance 
learning.  Mr. Bradshaw’s 10y.o. writes books on computer.  There is now a disconnect 
between generations.  SEARPDC has a program to help bridge this generational gap.   
 
Discussions led to talking about survey.  Also working on municipality survey.   
 
Mr. Bradshaw talked about recreationally, Geneva county is lacking.  Believed that that was a 
major issue.  Mr. Solomon talked about Skype, and about how that can connect families and 
businesses.  Asked about funding.  Where is the money coming from in the future?   
 
Jessica talked about how each Regional Plan will contain a funding playbook that has sources 
and programs that are available for the Regions to pursue. 
 



Mr. Solomon suggested that USDA come to meetings.  We talked about the appearance of some 
indecision at federal level.  This shifted the discussion towards talking about the Federal 
requirement for Census block-level data on maps, rather than street-level data.   
 
Jessica asked for specific goals for Region: 
 
Lon E. Jones:  Emergency vehicle links would be great, but monthly recurring cost is biggest 
issue.  Possible solution would be to use E-rate funds for public safety. 
 
Steve Hicks:  Public Safety is #1 priority, then PCC’s and education of the public. 
 
Vicki Bedsole:  Affordability is the number one issue, but safety is a priority as well.  Public 
needs to be educated also.  Survey data still unclear.   
 
Mrs. Freeman:  Home access for everyone is priority, for education and healthcare reasons.   
 
Ray Freeman:  Would like small ISP’s to still be competitive. 
 
Bill Parker:  Communication for sharing of knowledge.  It provides equal playing field.   
 
Tom Solomon:  Rural areas probably need wireless as most cost effective.  We discussed 
specific costs, but it boils down to profitability for providers.  Jessica discussed possibility of tax 
incentive.  Lon Jones said there is already a tax incentive for wireless: Alabama State Wireless 
fund.  
 
Vann Bradshaw:  Wireless probably best.  When these Southern counties experience hurricane 
issues, it would be easy to get back up and running afterwards.  Communication during 
hurricanes and other storms is essential. 
 
Andrew Windham:  Educating local officials and members of community on benefits of 
broadband is needed, because some still see it as a “badge of honor” for not using computer.  
Children need access.  Maybe a way we could save money would be to use current infrastructure.  
Smart growth interconnectivity is an exciting possibility.   
 
Sarah Hesters:  Public safety and education are two sectors where broadband could make an 
immediate impact.   
 
Jessica talked about our partnerships.   
 
The following are some comments and ideas from the note cards passed out to the participants. 
 

• Broadband is needed to improve access to medical information 
• Broadband availability is key in attracting industrial prospects to the Region 
• Distance learning could be an avenue to a level playing field for students and adults alike. 
• Economic progress is not possible in rural Alabama without broadband internet access 



• Wireless technology appears to be an affordable route to go in providing access to rural 
areas 

• Affordability is the biggest issue for rural areas 
• Broadband could be used to enhance local and state government functions 
• Future economic development depends on broadband availability 
• Our goal is to improve the quality of life for ALL citizens 

 
Jessica wrapped up the meeting and collected cards.  The meeting drew to a close, and attendees 
and others on contact lists will be kept informed about when the next Planning Meeting will be 
held to begin defining the priorities discussed at this first Planning Meeting. 
 
 


